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The automobile factories at Plovdiv, whose activities have been confined 
to manufacturing certain spare curts for trucks and tractors, and 
making repairs to government and military vehicles, are being completely 
reorganized. 


On his return from a four months tour of duty in the Scviet Union (sumer 1948), 
Engineer Colonel Trajko Popov, wha is head of the factory's (plenning) 
departnont, submitted to the Bulgerian Government plans for the conversion 

of the Plovdiv works to the manufacture of pre cotynes of Soviet GAZ@~AA, 

34 ton vohicles and Soviet~type GAZ-67, + ton jeeps based on GAZ—-AA and 

GZAeM models. (Popov is a Soviet citizen of Bulgarian crigin, Colonel 

of the Red Army, and former engineer of the Molotov auto works at Gorki). 


These jeeps, which will incorporate Viershanin's gasoline-saving device 
{affecting a reduction in consumption of 25 to 35 percent), will be used in 
the Bulgerian Army and police as well os for the requirements of agr’culture, 


On completion of the prototypes and now installations, the factory is 
scheduled to turn out twenty-two 13 tons chassis and thirty~five jeep 
chassis a month for the first six months. 


Popov's plans have been accepted by the Bulgarian Council of Ministers 
en the strength of: 


&» The Bulgar-Sovict Commercial egreenent by which Lbuigaris is to obtain 
from the Soviet Union the necessary raw materials ard machine tools, and 


vw, Bobrov, the Soviet Minister at Sofia, has notified the Sulgarien Minletry 
of Foreign Affairs of ths Soviet Union's agreement te the steps taken 

by Popov with Samilin (Seviet managing director of an engineering factory 
at Moscow) to obtain tecmical and meterial assistance for the Bulgeriean 

automobile industry. 


Samilin arrived on 9 November 1948 at Sofia and inspected the works at 
Plovdive 


Eight now factory buildings are scheduled for completion by July 1949, 
ineluding three large manutcoturing shops. The Soviet Union is. to supply 


RSET 


SECRET /CONTROL-U. S. OFFICIALS ONLY 
{_—_bistRipuTiON. i rae ie RE Ta 


8 is Dee ie 
i eee 


CLASSIFICATION 


X[For 


Approved For Release 2006/02/01 : CIA-RDP83-00415R002200020003-1 


96 


10. 


Approved For Release 2006/02/01 : CIA-RDP83-00415R002200020003-1 


SECRET/CONTROL-U. S. OFFICIALS ONLY 


x1 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY | a 


~~ 2 


65 percent of the necessary equipment end raw materials between November 
1948 and July 1949. 


The number of workers at present employed at the Plovdiv works is 800, 
but further employees are to be recruited January 1949 to bring the 
total of new employees up to 1,500. 


It is reported that 127 workmen were seheduled to leave for the Soviet 
Union on 14 December 1948. on a four months training course in Soviet automobile 
workse On their return to Plovdir, these men will be employed as foremens 


Popov is leaving for Czechoslovak/ia in January 1949 to become familiar with 
techniques in the Czech automobily: factories. 
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